LORD  OXFORD  WAS  SHAKESPEARE
is indicated in the final scene, and there is record
of his participation in an actual sea-fight-
compare de Vere and the Armada. The Chief
Minister at the Court of Denmark is Polonius,
that of England, Burghley; and the identification
of the latter as Polonius is generally accepted.
The worldly-wise maxims bestowed on his son,
Laertes, are similar to those laid down by Burghley
for his favourite son (Thomas Cecil).
With Burghley as Polonius, it follows that de
Vere, his ward, is Hamlet; and Anne Cecil,
whom he married, becomes Ophelia; for though
the marriage of the latter did not take place, it
received the royal sanction. Horatio can be no
other than de Vere's favourite cousin, Sir Horace.
Colonel Ward finds that Francisco, the sentinel,
is suggested by Sir Francis de Vere, who had
recently returned from the Netherlands after
twenty years' service; and to whom, by his
last recorded act, Edward de Vere left the
custody and stewardship of the forest of Essex.
Francisco's name is not in the Quarto of 1603;
and in that of 1604 he says in one of his speeches:
For this relief much thanks.   9Tis bitter cold
And I am sick at heart.
Thus expressing, indirectly, his feelings after his
return, depressed and wounded, and thankful
to be relieved of his command, by Sir Horace, his
brother*
130